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1975 — STATE CHAMPIONS / FVA Conference Champions

Overall Record: 22-3 overall (12-2 conference)
Head Coach: Ron Einerson (7" Season)

With state tournament appearances in five of the last six seasons, perennial basketball powerhouse Neenah had earned
considerable respect throughout the state. However, the Rockets had not yet secured the ultimate prize of a state
championship under Coach Ron Einerson. Entering the 1974-75 season, his seventh year at the helm, the Rockets were
picked to win the Fox Valley Association Conference. This was partly due to the program's rich tradition but also due to
the two returning letterwinners from the previous season’s 19-4 team that had finished their season in the state
quarterfinals. Those letterwinners were two of the state’s best senior guards: Wayne Kreklow and Paul Perry. “Our guards
are our strength, our experience, and our leadership,” Einerson told the newspapers in the preseason.

While Neenah had strength at the guard position, the rest of the roster was filled with players short on varsity experience
but who had been part of last year’s state tournament roster and had been a part of successful junior reserve and junior
varsity teams. Seniors Dan Varberg, Rick Rank, Marty Suechting, Jim Korth, John Wagner, Kurt Zimmerman, and Tim
Schaefer, along with juniors Todd Herreid and Tom Crist, rounded out the 11-man roster.

The ’'74-75 Rockets opened their season with a non-conference game against Milwaukee Custer. The Rockets exploded
for 49 points in the first half, and their press forced 20 first-half turnovers, leading to an 86-60 victory. Neenah forced 34
turnovers for the game. Four nights later, their zone press caused all kinds of problems for Oshkosh North as Neenah
took an early 12-0 lead en route to an 87-56 win in the Fox Valley Association opener. Neenah dropped to 2-1 on the
season, though, when they couldn’t hold a fourth-quarter lead and lost to Dick Bennett-led Eau Claire Memorial (60-51),
despite a 30-point performance from Kreklow.

Neenah returned to conference action with a win at Appleton East (62-56), where they shot 45.8% for the game behind
a 28-point performance from Kreklow. The following week, Neenah outrebounded Kaukauna and forced 27 turnovers to
defeat the Ghosts (66-54). Kreklow scored 18 points, and Perry added 16 in the win. The Rockets were on the road at
Oshkosh West the next week and had opportunities but couldn’t capitalize, losing to the Indians in double overtime (62-
60). Neenah rounded out the 1974 calendar year by scoring 24 points in each of the first three quarters, comfortably
defeating Racine Case in a non-conference game at the Armstrong Fieldhouse. Case committed seven turnovers before
they got off their first shot. Kreklow and Herreid led Neenah with 15 points apiece, while Varberg and Perry had 12 each.

Neenah opened their next game against Menasha with a full-court press in front of the home crowd, taking a 9-0 lead
out of the gates and a commanding 23-9 lead after the first quarter. They maintained their lead for a dominant 76-57
win over the Blue Jays. The Rockets’ balanced scoring was led by Kreklow with 17 points, while Rick Rank added 15. The
next weekend, Paul Perry finished with a game-high 20 points as Neenah knocked off the Terrors in a packed Seims Gym
at Appleton West. The following night, Neenah took a 38-22 advantage into halftime and cruised to a win at home in
their final regular-season non-conference game against Two Rivers (78-51). Top scoring honors were shared by Kreklow
and Marty Suechting with 16 points each. Neenah shot 36-69 from the field (52%) and held a 45-30 rebounding edge for
the game. Kimberly halted Neenah's momentum, though, stunning the Rockets the following week in front of a large
crowd at Kimberly High School (61-56).

Neenah quickly got back on track, starting the second round of conference play by opening up a 24-point lead early in
the third quarter and dominating Oshkosh North to the tune of an 86-66 victory. Neenah dominated the boards,
outrebounding the Spartans 44-18. Kreklow finished with 21 points, Varberg added 20, and Perry and Rank had 14 each.
Kreklow’s superb play against Appleton East, where he went 11 of 16 from the field and 8 of 8 from the free-throw line,
resulted in 30 points for the game in a home win over the Patriots (74-59). It was Paul Perry’s turn in the next game, as
he went 8 of 10 from the field and led Neenah to a 44-40 win at Kaukauna.



Neenah’s next game was on February 14", and a sign inside the entrance to the Armstrong Fieldhouse read “Welcome to
the Rockets’ St. Valentine’s Massacre.” It may have felt like that for Oshkosh West after they left the gym. In the rematch
with the Indians, Neenah outrebounded, outhustled, and outshot the Indians, defeating them 75-54. The Rockets posted
a 33-24 rebounding edge and shot 32 of 54 (just under 60%) from the field. Perry and Kreklow led the offensive scoring
with 22 and 21 points, respectively. At Menasha, Neenah jumped out to a 23-4 first-quarter lead and used the early
cushion to knock off the Blue Jays (82-59). The win clinched at least a share of the FVA crown and was also the 23rd
consecutive victory for the Rockets over crosstown rival Menasha. Neenah then captured the outright FVA conference
championship the following night, riding a 26-point second quarter to a commanding 79-61 win at home over Appleton
West. It was the Rockets’ first conference crown since 1971. The Red and White finished their regular season by avenging
the earlier loss to Kimberly with an 80-52 win over the Papermakers. Kreklow wrapped up the FVA scoring title, making
his first ten shots from the field and finishing with 22 points on the night. Herreid collected 16 points, and Perry had 15.
Neenah finished the conference season with a 12-2 record.

The highly favored Rockets opened the WIAA postseason with a 62-38 win over New London in the regional semifinal,
played in the Armstrong Fieldhouse. The following night, Neenah jumped out to a 17-3 lead over Oshkosh West. The
Indians battled back, and with the game tied at 64-64, Rick Rank hit a free throw, and Herreid converted two more free
throws with two seconds left after a West turnover to clinch the regional title on their home court with a 67-64 win.

Riding a nine-game winning streak, Neenah faced Sheboygan North in sectional play in Oshkosh. In one of the all-time
thrilling games in Neenah basketball history, the Rockets found themselves down 62-59 with four seconds left and Paul
Perry at the free-throw line. Perry made the first and, after Neenah took their final timeout, intentionally missed the
second shot. The ball bounced back into his hands and North’s Stu Hopfensperger’s hands, which forced a jump ball.
Now down two with two seconds remaining, 6’0” Perry won the jump over 6’3” Hopfensperger, tipping the ball to
Kreklow, who shot from somewhere between 20 and 25 feet out without touching the rim, sending the game into
overtime tied at 62-62 and sending the Neenah faithful into a frenzy. A scoreboard malfunction at the end of regulation
delayed the start of overtime almost 15 minutes, which meant the extra period’s time was kept on a stopwatch at the
scorer’s table. North won the tip and stalled most of the extra period before missing from the floor. Kreklow followed
with two free throws, Todd Herreid blocked a shot, and Jim Korth controlled the loose ball. With 16 seconds left, Herreid
sank two free throws to extend the lead to four. North scored with five seconds left, but Tom Crist took a length-of-the-
court pass and drew a goaltending call as time expired for the final points of the game. Neenah won in a fairy-tale finish,
68-64, in front of approximately 6,000 fans at the Kolf Sports Center. Kreklow and Perry scored in double figures,
finishing with 24 and 12 points, respectively. Neenah took an early lead the following night in the sectional final and held
on late to defeat Fond du Lac (61-55), earning the school’s sixth state tournament trip in seven years under Einerson and
19th overall. Kreklow scored 22 points, Perry dropped 13, and Herreid had 10 points and 13 rebounds in the win.

After a Wednesday morning school sendoff in the Armstrong Fieldhouse, Neenah practiced in the University of
Wisconsin Field House before their Thursday quarterfinal game against Pulaski. Neenah never trailed against the Red
Raiders, controlling the pace with their defense to win (65-54). Kreklow finished with 22 points, while Rank had 15, and
Herreid finished with 12 points and led the team with seven rebounds. Neenah rode another fast start in the state
semifinal to finish off Racine Horlick (77-72). The fast-paced Rockets took an 18-2 lead to start the game and finished the
first quarter leading 31-13. Kreklow again finished with a game-high 28 points and led Neenah with 9 rebounds. Rank
added 19 points, and Perry had 12, including going six for six from the free-throw line in the fourth quarter. Neenah was
back in the state championship game for the fourth time in seven seasons.

Milwaukee Marshall awaited the Rockets in the state championship. They scored first and led 4-2 and 6-4, which were
the only times the Rockets trailed in all three state tournament games. Marty Suechting scored a basket to put Neenah
up 8-6, and they never trailed again. Even a blown fuse at the UW Fieldhouse that briefly delayed the game in the first
half couldn’t quiet the Rockets’ attack. Kreklow scored 19 points, Perry had 12 points, and the Rockets defeated
Milwaukee Marshall 64-55, winning the WIAA Class A finals. After multiple recent state tournament heartbreaks,
Neenah was crowned basketball state champions for the first time since 1930.



“I want to make sure that everybody knows that we want to share this win with all the players who have suffered so
much here in the past years,” said Coach Einerson to reporters after the game. “We wanted this for them and for the
whole city of Neenah, for everyone who has suffered through the heartbreak.” The team returned to Neenah to a hero’s
welcome, greeted by more than 5,000 fans and supporters in the Armstrong Fieldhouse.

Neenah finished the gold-ball season with a 22-3 record. Kreklow and Perry were honored as co-captains. Herreid won
the team rebounding award, and Suechting received the team spirit award. Perry earned the assist award, eclipsing the
school’s single-season assist record with 153 on the season. Kreklow was named team MVP and won the scoring honors.
His three-year varsity career concluded with a new all-time school record of 916 points.

Kreklow and Perry were named to the first-team All-Fox Valley Association, while Herreid and Rank earned honorable
mention. Kreklow was named FVA Player of the Year and Coach Einerson earned FVA Coach of the Year. The Associated
Press (AP) also named Kreklow to its first team All-State and Perry as honorable mention. United Press International
(UPI) All-State honors went to Kreklow, who was named to the first team and recognized as the state’s Player of the
Year, while Perry was named fourth team All-State. UPI named Coach Einerson as state Coach of the Year.

1975 STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM

Seniors: Wayne Kreklow, Paul Perry, Rick Rank, Marty Suechting, Dan Varberg, Tim Schafer, John Wagner,
Jim Korth, Kurt Zimmerman

Juniors: Todd Herreid, Tom Crist

Head Coach: Ron Einerson

Assistant Coaches: Rich Paske, Tom Berven

Manager: Fred Schaefer

eid, M. Suechting, J. Wagner, R. Rank, D. Varberg. SECOND ROW:
W. Kreklow, P. Perry, T. Crist, T. Schaefer, Coach Paske. '

VARSITY BASKETBALL — FIRST ROW: T: Herr
Coach Einerson, F. Schafer, J. Korth, K. Zimmerman,



Two for Kreklow

Neenah's Wayne Kreklow (30) glides in for a
layup basket during first half action in
Friday's non-conference game against Racine
Case- on the Armstrong Fieldhouse court.

Midair collision
Wayne Kreklow, left, of Neenah and Oshkosh West's Bill
Dehn seemed destined for a midair crackup during the above
action in Friday's Fox Valley Association game on the
Armstrong Fieldhouse court, Kreklow scored 21 points in help-
ing the Rockets to a 75-54 triumph. The 6-7 Dehn had 15 for
the Indians.’(News-Record photo)

— - g1

Teammates looking on include Rick Rank (42),

CHAmps P, Kiersfeod .

Soccer?
Appleton West's Mark Wiese (55) and Jon Wildenberg (41)
and Marty Suechting (44), Neenah, appear intent on booting
the basketball ball during first half action in Saturday play on
the Armstrong Fieldhouse court. The Rockets chalked up a 79-
61 victory and with it clinched undisputed Fox Valley Associ-
ation championship honors. (News-Record photo). .

4 s

Dan Varberg (50), Paul Perry (20) and Marty
Suechting (44). The Rockets had little trouble
with the visiting Eagles; chalking up an 85-67
triumph. (Post-Crescent photo).

The wild blue yonder? y
For guards, Neenah's Paul Perry (left) and Wayne
Kreklow can get up pretty high when the need
arises. Here, the battle for ball control between the
only two Rocket lettermen tokes place at and

above rim level.
E ) —Neenah-Menasha Northwestern ph‘



Battling for possession of the bas-
ketball during Friday night's Fox
Valley Association game in Nee-
nah are Neench's Rick Rank (42)

Fighting for the ball

and Kimberly's Tim Peerenboom

Shooting Rocket

Neench's Wayne Kreklow (31)
drives against Appleton West's
Mark Wiesse (54) during Fridoy
night's Fox Valley Association bas-
ketball game in" Appleton. Greg
Reitzner (left) and Dave Thiel

(right) are the other players
shown. Neenah beat West 59-51
to cloim sole possession of first
place in the FVA,
—Neench-Menasha Northwestern
photo

(45). Neenah scored an 80-52 win

High barrier
Racine Case's Pete Shalbrack goes high in the air as he block
the view of Neenah's Tim Schafer (22). The action occurrec
during the first quarter of the non-league game in the Arrr
strong Gym Friday night. (Post-Crescent photo by Coppe
Vander Walker)

One of rﬁcny

over Kimberly in the final league Marty Suechting (44) of Neenah Armstrong Fieldhouse in Neenah.

game of the season. gives the Rockets one of their 40 Alex Jennings is the defender for
—Neenah-Menasha Northwestern baskets during Friday evening's Case. The Rockets won, 85-67.

: | game against Racine Case at the —Neenah-Menasha Northwestern

photo by Dick Meyer S

Eyes toward ceiling

Kimberly's Tim Peerenboom (44) battles with
a Neenah player for the ball during their Fox
Valley Association in the Papermakers’ gym

/

Friday night. Watching the action is Kim-
berly’s John Miron (20) and Neenah's Rick
Rank (43), Tom Crist (35) and Paul Perry (21).
(Post-Crescent photo by Rich Vande Weghe]



Shooting Spartan
Steve Erickson (55) of Oshkosh Fox Valley Association season
North's Spartans gets off o shot opener was won hy Neenah, 87-
over the outstretched arm of Nee- 56.
nah’s Dan Vorber (50) during —Neench-Menasha Northwestern

: ; "
Tuesday's game in Neenah. The photo E Thunder and lighting
2 H Paul Perry (left) and Wayne Krek- and Kreklow's fast-breaking thrusts
eenq r'ps orf H low (right) provided the Neenah kept the Indians reeling as the
" Rockets with a double barreled at- Rockets posted a 75-54 victory.
a
"

tack against Oshkosh West Friday —Neenah-Menasha Northwestern

in FVA iangU rol [ nighl‘,vl"e.rry's high arching bombs o photo )

1t
ng
on
its
‘or

Too tall
Neenah's Todd Herreid (40) and Dan Varberg (left)
were too big a deterrent to the shooting instincts of i o
Menasha's Kendall Rasmussen (33) as the Rockets High-Flying Rocket

2 i i ; Neenah's Wayne Kreklow (31)  won, 82:59, to earn at least one

5 used their height advantage for a 76-57 vnctohry fokes o shl during Fridoy's game  hore of the For Volley Assci
1 i — £ n Menasha against the Menasha ation Basketball championship.

=" Friday night. Neenah-Menasha 'axue,m, M4keglangenhullen (20)  —Neenah-Menasha Northwestern

Northwestern photo of Menasha wotches Kreklow on photo

! the way 1o the basket. The Rockets by Dick Meyer

e



t Unstoppable
t Neenoh Rocket guard Wayne  fower of power for the Rockets,
1 Kreklow (30) drives oround Osh-  scoring 24 points o lead Neench
« kosh West's Bill Dehn fowards the 1o o 67-64 win over the Indians
\ Neench basket in WIAA Regional  for the regional chompionship.
] action Soturday might ot Arm. —Neench-Menasho Northwestern
1 stong Fieldhouse. Kreklow was o photo by Dick Meyer
1
gl ' Rockets regional
Jeff Courchaine of New London Kurt Zimmerman (15) of Neenah ; g
(44) and Jim Korth of Neenah (53) is in the background. Neenah t . .
reach for the basketball during won, 62-38. f h m
Friday's Neenah Regional game at —Neenah-Menasha Northwestern 3 c a p l o n s a a l n
the Neenah Armstrong Fieldhouse. photo by Dick Meyer By MIKE BATES Erickson talked of & “cru-. Paul Perry, fouled with 37

Nerthwestern Spertswriter  cial, crucial call” made late left, made two free shots,

Rockets steal ball
Neenah's Paul Perry (21) takes at the Kolf Sports Center Friday

ball away from Sheboygan night. Neenah won in overtime,
North's Jim Zill (44) os Jim Korth 68-64.

(53) puts pressure on Zill, during —Northwestern photo
WIAA Sectional basketball game by Carl Plotz

Rockets tip Raiders
with fairy tale finish

By MIKE BATES, believable finish to gain a  session lql: the victory.



Monday, March 17, 1975

Jubilation

locker rook with the basketball at the left. The

State meet bound

A leaping Wayne Kreklow (30) is surrounded
by his joyful teammates after the Neenah
Rockets defeated Fond du Lac, 61-55, for the
championship of the Oshkosh Class A sectio-
nal Saturday night. An official-heads for the

Neenah's basketball Rockets conclude home
practice today for Thursday's appearance in
the WIAA State High School Basketball Tour
nament against Pulaski. Kneeling, from the
left, are Assistant Coach Dick Paske, Paul
Perry, Wayne Kreklow, Coach Ron Einerson

Rockets, who gained the finals on a stunning
overtime ‘victory over. Sheboygan North
Friday night, will meet Pulaski at 2:45 p.m.
Thursday at Madison in their first state tour-

nament game. (News-Record Photo).

and John Wagpner. Standing, same order, are
Jim Korth, Rondy DeMarco, Mark Langdon
Dan Varberg, Rick Rank, Tim Schafer, Marty
Suechting, Todd Herreid, Kurt Zimmerman
Tom Crist and manager Fred Schaefer
(News-Record photo)

SPOrcs

The Post-Crescent
Tuesday, March 18, 1975
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Rockets have
shot at title,
says Einerson

BY GEORGE MANCOSKY

Post-Crescent staff writer

NEENAH - Neenah High School
Coach Ron Einerson picks Eau Claire
Memorial as the favorite in the state
high school basketball tournament but
doesn't discount his own team’s chan-
ces.

“I think we've got a shot at winning. |
don't know any reason why we can't,"”
the veteran of five previous state tourna-
ments said Monday afternoon before
sending his club through a short prac-
tice

The Rockets will hold their final drill
at home today and embark for Madison
after an 8 a.m. Wednesday sendoff

They open play in the 60th annual
meet against Pulaski at 3:05 p.m
Thursday, taking a 19-3 record with
them.

Einerson said he is impressed by Eau
Claire’s defensive statistics. The Old
Abes are giving up an average of only
45.8 points per game. Included among
their victories is a 60-51 decision over
the Rockets last November.

Raiders resembled any team his club
had met but explained they do some of
the same things that Sheboygan North
did against them.

He added that 6-6 Ron Ripley is some.
what like Oshkosh West's Bill Dehn but
that the latter probably has an edge in
weight

Einerson believes last year's state
meet experience will help the Rockets,
specially because of Wayne Kreklow and
Paul Perry, who started against Green
Bay Southwest in the 61-59 loss

“It's important to have good experi-
ence at the guards down there because
they handle the ball so much,” Neenah's
coach pointed out. Kreklow scored 23
points and Perry had five in the heart-
breaking loss. Dan Varberg, Jim Korth
and Marty Suechting were on the tour-
nament roster but didn't get into the
game.

When asked what he learned through
the years of tourney experience, Einer-
son said keeping the poise and cool was
the most important

“I concentrate on it because we know
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‘Go, Rockets!’

If enthusiasm is ony criterion, the Neenah. High
School basketball team will wrap, up the state
WIAA basketball championship Saturday night in
Madison. A pep assembly at the Armstrong
Campus fieldhouse this morning brought the stu-
dent body to its feet under the exhortations of

the cheerleaders. After the assembly, the Rocket
cagers left for Madison ond @ noon practice ses-
sion at the UW fieldhouse. The fans will be off
to Madison Thursday for the Rockets' game at
3:05 p.m. against Pulaski.

—Neenah-Menasha Northwestern photo

Cheers send Rockets
oft to state tourney

By JOANNE FLEMMING

| “Yeah Neenah!”’

THE NEENAH MENASHA IlMlY NURTHWESTERN

aper Where Your Ad is Dynamite in lo"l Edl”om

booing when players from

“Yeah Neenah!”

GO NEENAH WIN THIS GAME .«
7%/ KEEP YOUR SPOTLESS FAME
WE WILL CHEER YOU ALL THE WHILE
AS YOU FIGHT AND FIGHT, RARA!
4 WE'LL CHEER TILL ECHOES LOUD RESOUND
j/‘ V' FOR JOYS ARE ALL PROFOUND
THEN WILL SING TO ALMA MATER NEENAH HIGH!

The fans were confident of rally by pointing out that he
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Neenah's Paul Perry drives past Marshall's Bruce Rzentkowski.
~State Journal Photo by J. D. Patrick

Neenah coach Ron Einerson stares down the
referee during a low point for the Rockets.
Neenah held onto their lead despite a Racine
Horlick rally Friday to gain the Class A state
tournament finals for the fourth time in the last
seven years.

Daily Register Staff Photo



Battle for rebound

Neenah’s Rick Rank (43) and Racine Hor-
lick’s Bob Wittke (54) battle for the ball dur-
ing Class A semifinal basketball competition
in the WIAA state tournament Friday after-

¢ .
noon at Madison. Horlick’s Keith Driver (14) ;( Basehne pa'rO’

sday's WIAA Class A state
looks on from behind. Rank scored 19 points play during Thursday

in helping Neenah to a 77-72 victory. » Neenah's Marty Suechting (45) closely covers basketball tournament game in Madison.
(AP Wirephoto) - Pulaski's Steve Wiesman on an out-of-bounds (Post-Crescent photo).
12 - oa - =
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4 High for rebound

. - . x Rick Rank (43) of Neenah High School went Trying fo reach the ball is Dan DeRose of Ra
X Shot smppl‘d hy Herreid : i h.gh in the air to come down with this cine Horlick, Neenah scored o 77.72 victory
odd Herreid (40) of Neenah blocks this  the last seven years, finally made it the rebound in Friday's semi-final game of th to m to h t's ch

ot attempt Steve Kowalkowski of Mil-  way, defeating Marshall, 6455, for the sec- Class A WIAA state murnamemgm Mgd.sc: [Posl-ocvreesre:' o:}:%r:os E M(’jpw“h]pvgm;e

wkee M: Il during Saturday night's end state title in its history. The first one At the left is Wayne Krekl 31) whil Walker) y Lopper Vander

ass A championship game at Madison. came in 1930, (AP Wirephoto) s Wayne Kreklow (31) while ot the alker)

tenah, beaten in the finals three times in

rightis Dan Varberg (51), both of the Rockets,




Monday, March 24, 1975

Fruits of victory 3 3
Rocket Paul Perry wears the net around his neck and accepts joyous occasion
congratulations f‘rom a fan Saturday night-after Armstrong Neenah's Rick Rank raises his arms in a salute to the Rockets
High defeated Ml!woukee Marshall for the state high school after their victory over Milwaukee Marshall for the WIAA
basketball championship, 64-55. Perry played a key role in class A championship in Madison Saturday night. (AP Wire
the triumph, scoring 12 points. (News-Record photo) photo)
Mon., March 24, 1975 Daily n

Northwestern
photos by
Dick Meyer,
Dan Rau

g o BN % i
Wayne Kreklow of Neenah, left, and Steve Peterson of Marshall battle for o loose basketball,
St Joomo P by 1 0. Pk

$ ' .a

Neenah's Todd Herreid gets off jump shot for two points

Ron Einerson calls ot play



State champs

The Neenah High School Rockets, newly crowned state bas
ketball champions, hoist their trophy for all to see in Madison
Saturday night. (Post-Crescent photo by Tom Running) )

8—La Crosse Tribune, Monday. March 24, 1975

Rocket rebound

Marshall Saturday night. Other Neenah

Neenah's Dan Varberg (50) goes high in the players around the action are Wayne Krek ROCKETS COME HOME — Neenah High School bas- high school rally Sunday. The Rockets downed Milwau-
air to pull down a rebound during the Rock- low (30), Marty Suechting (44) and Paul Perry ketball fans welcomed home coach Ron Einerson (cen- kee Marshall, 64-55, Saturday night in Madison to win
ets' WIAA class A tourney tiltle game against (20). (Post-Crescent photo) ter) and his Wisconsin state public school champions ata  their first state title since 1930




Rockets display championship trophy



Neenah Finall

Basketball
Scores

WIAA STATE TOURNAMENT
CLASS €
Marathon 65, Pardeeville §7
cLhss 8
heboygan Falls 78
e

S5 A
MINN. STATE TOURNAMENT
CLASS AA

Wittenberg

Championship
L Fails 34, Robbinsdale 49

LASS
Endmpidn
Covshoim 41, $1. Paul Mechanic Arts 1
Consolation
Fulda 70, Minneapolis De La Salle 43
CLASS AA

Bloomington Jetferson 59, Hibbing 35

Ncan TOURNAMENT
MIDEAST REGIONAL
Champions

nsh
Kentucky 9. Indiana %0
l a0, 88, Oregon State 87

Coulsville 36, Marylana 82
Consolation

Cincinnati 95, Notre Dame 87 0T
BAST REGIONAL
Championshis

Syracuse %5, Kansos State 87 0T
Consolation

North Caralina 110, Boston Collage 90

WEST REGIONAL
Championship

UCLA B rizons state 15

s 75, Montana 67
NPT TOURNAMENT
SEMIFINALS
Brovidence 85, S1. Jons 72
Princeton S8, Oregon

Jipcho Wins
Dual Victory

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Amazing Ben Jipcho won the
two-mile, then came back 56
minutes later Saturday to win
the mile in one of history’s great-
est doubles at the International
Track Association's fourth 1975
meet.

The 32-year-old Kenyan won a
fast two-mile from Tracy Smith
in 8:27.0 and then stunned a
small crowd at the Los Angeles
Sports Arena with a 3:56.2 time
in the 1l-lap mile. It was the
third fastest indoor mile in histo-
Ty :
It was the 10th time Jipcho
had attempted a double on the
ITA tour. and he’s won all 20 of
those races. Saturday’s two
times were considered the fast-
est double in history. Smith, for-
mer world indoor three-mile re-
cord holder, was second in a life-
time best 8:29.4.

CORNERED—Milwaukee Marshalls’
and Steve Kowalkowski, right, corner Neenah's Marty
Suechting (44) in first half action during last night's class

Dave Ziesmann

A championship game at the WIAA state basketball
championships in Madison. Neenah. however, went on to
victory, 64-55, to avenge several near misses at state
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y Wins State Title

Rockets Down Marshall
To End Tournament Jinx

BY JIM PICKETT

Tribune Sports Editor
MADISON. Wis. — “We like to feel this win is shared with all townspeople and
players who suffered through those tough times with us,”
nerson after his team won the class A state basketball championship here last night.
The Rockets, who were in the state meet for the sixth time in the last seven
vears but had suffered nothing but heartbreak with three second-place finishes and
one third-place finish, defeated surprising Milwaukee Marshall, 64-55, at the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin Field House in the finals of the Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic
Association (WIAA) state tournament

‘We  have never been
ashamed of finishing second
here and we wouldn't have if
that would have happened
again.” said Einerson, who for-
merly coached at Cashton

Neenah grabbed the lead mid-
way in the first quarter and held
it the rest of the way. although
Marshall. which had lost seven
games during the regular season.
gave the Rockets a couple of
scares by closing to within two
points a couple of times in the
third quarter

Neenah's lead never dipped
below six points in the final
quarter and most of the time the
Rockets were up by 10 or more.
But Einerson said he didn't feel
that they ever had it won until
the final three seconds.

We've had it happen to us
too many times down here. You
just never know. With three sec-
onds to go is when I knew we
had it for sure.” he said. He was
recalling his double overtime
loss to Beloit Memorial after the
game appeared in the bag until

Beloit’s Lamont Weaver tossed
in about a 60-foot shot to force
the first overtime in 1969

Einerson was swarmed by for-
mer players and members of his
coaching profession with well-
wishes and Marshall coach Paul
Sherry probably said what many
felt immediately after the game.
““Ron is one of the finest coaches
and personalities I've ever
known. If I had a son. I would
want Ron to be his coach. It is
the best-coached team we have
faced all year.” said Sherry

Einerson almost saw the bub-
ble burst when ace Wayne Krek-
low sprained his ankle with 2:52
remaining in the first half and
his team in front by just six
points. “It would have been a
blow to us. but those things hap-
pen. We are not a one-man team
We would have missed him if he
wouldn't have been able to come
back, but we are a team,” he
said

Kreklow had 10 points at the
time, came back for the second
half and added nine more for a

MADISON., Wis

ers,

All WIAA State
Tourney Team

(AP) — Wayne Kreklow,
Class A champion Neenah's brilliant guard, was
the top vote getter on the Associated Press’
Wisconsin public high school all-tournament
team chosen by sports writers and broadcast-

Typical of Neenah's balance, Kreklow was
the only Rocket player among the top 10 play-
ers chosen from all three classes. He pulled 56
votes to 53 for Bob Repka of Milwaukee Madi-

said Neenah coach Ron Ei-

game-high 19 points

Marshall's Sherry continually
praised Einerson and Neenab
after the game. And he also said
he was happy that Kreklow
could come back and play. “‘He's
a great kid and a great ballplay-
er. I'm happy for him that it
wasn't serious.”

About his own ball club, Sher-
ry could just “I'm a proud
man. They did a great job. 1
thought we played about as well
as we could play. They just are
an excellent club.”

Neenah displayed a devistat-
ing fast break and pressing de-
fense in its first two wins of the
tournament.  but  Marshall
slowed them down considerably
and only lost the ball once
against the Rocket press

‘We felt we set the tempo of
the game. They didn’t run on us
very much," said Sherry. Einer-
son agreed. “They did a good job
making us slow up. Maybe we
weren't agressive enough in the
first half. but they had some-
thing to do with that. Our press
didn’t bother them at all.”

Einerson said the big thing he
told his players was to keep their
cool and think positive. “And ev-
ery time they came back to the
bench they kept saying. ‘Keep
ool *

The veteran coach, who saw
his team finish with a 22-3 re-
cord. said rooming across the
hall from last year’s state cham-
pion Superior team really helped
his club this year. ““Superior's at-
titude helped us a great deal. All
they were thinking about was
winning it all,” said Einerson

Einerson wouldn't compare
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Coach’s wife shares
team’s struggle, joy
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A happy Mrs. Ron Einerson greets her husband as the Neenah coach
emerges from the locker room ofter the championship game in the stote

backethall Yy

—N

ha Northwestern photo

NEENAH — Saturday night Delores
Einerson was a very happy coach's
wife, sharing with him the joy — al-
most sense of relief — when Neenah
took its place as the No. 1 basketball
team in the state.

Ronald Einerson has taken his Nee-
nah Rockets to Madison five times in
the last six years. The Rockets have
finished second three times, third once
and were eliminated in the first game
in the trip to Madison in 1974, Delores
Einerson attended all these games, in
fact “almost every game since my hus-
band has been a basketball coach.

*1 was glad for all the coaches and
all the boys who had worked so hard to
achieve this. Those boys really pull for
each other and work as a team.

“I've gone to the state tournament
each time. We watch the other teams
play. We saw four of the tournament
games that first day, and then watched
teams in the other classes,” Mrs. Ei-
nerson added. *'T suppose if I weren’t a

coach's wife I wouldn't watch quite so
many, but I really do like to see bas-
ketball played well and they really
play well in tournament games.

The two older daughters, Andm, 15,
and Laura, 13, accompanied their par-
ents to Mldlmn this year, but Leslie,
8, a second grader, watched on tele-
vision at home. “It's a little lang for
her to sit through all those games,™
her mother said

The girls like to play tennis and
swim, but, like their mother, they also
enjoy watching basketball.

“I'm really very unathletic so I'd
just as soon watch. I watch Monday
night football and if I get a chance to
see the Packers play, I enjoy that too.””

But it’s time to take a break — to
breathe deeply and relax.

“This week is spring vacation for lhe
Neenah schools and the Einerson fami-
ly is going to relax and just enjoy
being together,” said Delores Einer-
son.
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In Class A

At Long Last It's Neenah

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — Certainly, Paul
Perry admitted, he wanted to win it for
himself.

He wanted to savor what he had been
told was that special feeling, something

only a teen-age boy on a state champlon
high school basketball team can ap-

preciate.
But the brilliant, if often overlooked,
ymaking guard of Neenah's newly

Rockets wa
for his teammates, his coach, the
and the alumni.
He knew it would erase at last a seven-
started

balcony 1 guess I was 11 years old, " Perry

b eaver made that shot,
but Itmlhw-hl it meant then,” he
said. “But ever since, we've been labeled
as & team that couldn’t win the big one,
Even though each year it has been a
different team with different players, |
think the whole town has that image."

Not anymore Rockets, led by
Perry. Wayne Kreklow and supersub Todd
Herreid. pulled away in the fourth quar-
ter to whip Milwaukee Marshall 64-55 at
the University of Wisconsin fieldhouse
Saturday for the state public school Class
A championship

Perry. after two subpar tournament

mes, mumumnnxum.

leenah at the end of regulation time and
finally win in two overtimes.
coach

Crylng m Joy

He wept for his players when they
narrowly lost to Milwaukee Hamilton in

unashamedly again Saturday,

ncv. Ves nmmmupuuum 1
feel tremendous elation and

n(l)lidhn

Kreklow. who topped Class A individual
scorers with 69 points in three games, fell
to the floor and grimaced in ain with
what appeared to be a serious ankle injury
late in the first half.

However, he said be ly aggravated
a minor injury o b rq]unll play
and returned in the second half with no ill
effects

““We didn’t want him out of there, if you
want to know the truth,” Marshall guard
Dln Elmer said. “Neenah is lou[h fun-

mentally sound and very wel
Wemmzdmphymmuuunemw
our best.”

Kreklow, whose seven field goals in 12
attempts helped Neenah to a 490 shooting
aveage to the Eagles’ 409,

sented incessant retelling by news
medll of the Rockets' tournament-
failures.

used to think too much was made of

mean,
that way. There was a lot to write

“Now 1 guess there is something
different to write about,” he said.

“I{elt if we ever did win, the other kids
that have been here before would be a
part of it,”

he said.

son has led the team to the state tour-
Mﬁdhhﬂmmﬂ hl
t&v— its first champlonship in

‘ (AP Wirephoto)
i

““The Neenah people have been great to
us. We wanted to win to share it with the
people and the players who have suffered
with us before,"” he

Until md-y through the fourth
quarter, it appeared Neenah muhl be set
up for yet another heartbreaking loss.

‘Marshall, as the capacity crowd of 12,-
204 was fully aware, had upset Janesville
Craig in u:e :enﬂnk on a last
shot by Dave

The 6-o0ts — grabbed a game
high 14 rebounds against Neenah, and his
two successive tip-ins late in the third

jod helped Marshall slice an early 10-
point deficit to two points.

But a three-point play by Dan Varberg
and a layup by Herreid gave Neenah
breathing room at 43-36 going into the fi-
nal quarter. Moments later, a jump shot
by Kreklow triggered a run of eight con-
geestive potats that made it 5541 with 4:04

0 play

i Kreklow and Perry had no trou-

hle with Marshall's press the rest of lhe
the tears of Einerson,

Checrieaders, the parents and the lumur
players flowed as soon as the buzzer
sunnded They continued flowing when

Il coach Paul Sherry took the
mlrrvphnne during the awards presenta-
tion and told the crowd: “It couldn’t
happen to a finer gentleman than Ron
Eing

To hear that from him, well, it is just
lll the more wonderful,” Einerson said.
W!vlmu:iulhﬂllou lllnelnd
his team has a lot to be
d Inil seven
rogular season games, agreed. “'Heck, |
picked Neﬂllll to win Ihﬂl 1 lel( Mil-
waukee," he said. T figured they would
come out of the No. 1 bracket. You can

Milwaukee

““Ron has a f; and their
success has to be the coaching,” Sherry
said. ““You don't get ballpl like lhll

get yers
by opening the hall in the fall and just let
the players come out. “You have to work

worked " he sald
‘worked l'i‘! hard all these years.
lled just nnlly wnu

llegler Pock:

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) — Larry
Ziegler pundnmd«xmnu hand,

“It looks okay, " he said, then wiped the
smile from his ln’( and, in mock-
seriousness, observed:

*“But I ain't got it to the bank yet.”
The last time he had won a golf tourna-
ment, in the 1969 Michigan Classic, he
10 the bank. He didn't even get a
the tournament was over and
Ziegler was a winner, the sponsors dis-
m-;dllqdlhthn-—u’m«wyw

u&- ot It eventually. The Tournament
Division of the PGA paid him
from their funds in two delayed in-
staliments. It won him the nickname
“Hall-Pay Ziegler."
But it was full pay this time, $30,000 for
i

——
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Neenah Finally
Finishes No. 1

By DON LANGENKAMP
PressGazelte Soorts Writer

MADISON — Finally.

Finally, in an emotion-pack-
ed pressure cooker, Neenah
has won the state basketball
championship,

Finally Neenah can wipe
away tears and hold its head

high.

And, finally, Ron Einerson
can stand in front of anyone
and hold one finger high and
say, “We're Number One,"

The long wait for the gold
trophy ended for the Neenah
Rockets Saturday night when
they simply outnammed Mil-
waukee Marshall 64-55 for the
WIAA Class A title,

Most of the emotion came
after the game, not during it.

Neenah performed a work-
manlike job on Marshall
which was making its first
state tournament appearance.
The Rockets, bolstered by the
sentimental backing of all but
the hardiest Marshall fans,
threw up nearly impenetrable
zone defense and owned the
backboards.

Marshall was rarely af-
forded the luxury of a second
shot and Neenah's offense, led
by the splendid play of Wayne
Krvklow and the shooting of

llow guard Paul Perry,
etoadily pulled away from the
Eagles in the second half.

Kreklow injected most of
the excitement into the game
in three ways: first with his
sparkling play, second with
the injury to his ankle in the
second quarter that imme-
diately silenced the Neenah
fans, and finally with his recu-
perative powers when he re-
turned to play a solid second
half.

Neenah started off in its

customary fashion — fast —
and then cooled off in the sec-
ond quarter. Kreklow hit a
pair of 12-footers and several
Marshallturnovers fueled
Neenah's opening burst, which
ended with an 18-10 first quar-
ter lead.

Marshall fought back in the
second quarter as Rockets lost
some of their aggressiveness.
Bruce Rzentkowski and Steve
Peterson took turns hitting on
baseline shots as the Eagles
started to tighten it up.

Then Kreklow, racing down-
court, suddenly fell and lay
writhing on the floor in pain
grasping his left ankle, With
2:52 left in the first half, over
12,000 fans were thinking the
same thing — here it comes
again for Neenah.

Kreklow, however, altered
the script Neenah had follow-
ed three times in previous
championship games. With his
ankle heavily taped, he re-
turned to the floor in the sec-
ond half and appeared to be
hampered just slightly with
the sprain.

He reaffirmed this by ram-
ming home an 18-foot jump
shot to open the second half
scoring. He underlined it by
playing wide open, leaping, in-
timidating defense. And he
put an exclamation point after
it by making key free throws
in the late going when the
Rockets have had shaky times
before.

Not that he didn't have help.

Neenah 64

Milwaukee
Marshall 55

Some of it came in the way or
foul trouble on

give them much trouble."

Marshall Coach Paul Sherry
pointed to Neenah's rebound-
ing and zone defense as the
main obstacles between his
team and the title,

“Their zone wa
tough to penetrate,
“I think we played as well as
we could tonight and for
awhile, the game could have
gone either way with a few
bounces.

“But I feel this is the best
coached team I've played all
year and Kreklow is the
toughest player weve been up
against, Neenah is a good re-
bounding team and they must
have outr ded us two to

Dave Ziesmann, the 6-6 junlor
center who fouled out in the
fourth quarter. And more help
came from Paul Perry who
kept the Eagles reasonably
honest on defense wih 12
points — 10 of them coming on
outside jump shots.

““It was great to have Krek-
low back,” admitted Einer-
son, who met wih reporters in
a swirling backdrop of ex-
players hugging him. “But I
told the others at halftime
that I had confidencee in
them.”

The tempo of the game was
nowhere near the frenetic
pace Neenah set in the semi-
final win over Racine Horlick.

“I figured Marshall would
try to slow the game down
some,” Einerson said. *'That's
one reason I didn't substitute
as much ... it didn't really

Bobcats Win
Brebner Cup

one."

Actually, Neenah had just
one more at 37-36, but the
Rockets kept Marshall off the
offensive boards. Kreklow's 19
points led Neenah as he hit
seven of 12 from the floor and
five of six free throw tries,

For Marshall, Rzentkowski
was hlgh with 16 points and
Dan Elmer added 14. The
Eagl ide game was slow-
ed as Ziesmann finished with
just eight points. Neenah also
had a shooting edge — 49 per
cent to Marshall's 40.9 per
cent,

Falls

MADISON — Wittenberg-
Birnamwood fell victim to its
own emotional flatness and
the five motorized pogo sticks
wearing Sheboygan Falls uni-
forms Saturday.

Falls, the team with perpet-
ual motion and a shoot-from-
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BY PETER BACH

News-Record stoff wriler
NEENAH — Ole Jorj recalls one of the key in-
gredients of that fateful 1930 championship and the

games leading up to the title match.
“‘We held all the high scorers down in each game,""
the dean of Neenah basketball.coaching says. A dog-
ged defense paid off as a Rocket squad, described

“tall pines’ of the previous two years but faster and a

big one, 28-5.

The low score was typical of high school basketball
45 years ago, which was a curious blend of laced, out-
of-round basketballs that sometimes bounced
crooked; two-handed set shots as the rule and time
clocks that ticked off the seconds virtually without
stop. i
For Jorgensen, then 26, the title victory carried a
special thrill. His Rockets were one of 16 teams to go to
state in the two previous seasons and in 1930, were not
even i the favorites.
Neenah faced  Horlick after surviving contests
against defending champion Wausau, and Oconto and
Monroe.

*“Then we had 16 téams there and we had to play four
gnlrlna instead of three to win the title,” Jorgensen re-
calls.

According to an account of the victory in 1930, nearly
400 Rocket fans traveled to Madison for the title match
and nearly as many jammed around the Neenah tele-
graph office waiting for word.

‘When word came, there was cheering, whistles were
blown, the city hall bell was sounded and, at the
request of then Mayor George E. Sande, a bonfire was
ignited at the E. Washington-Commercial Street inter-
section.

Jorgensen, who coached Neenah basketball squads
from 1926 until 1964, says shooting, rules and equip-
ment has radically changed the game over the years.

Officials didn’t stop the clock then. *‘Actually, you
were playing less time then,” he says. He remembers
kone game when Neenah took advantage of that aspect

by a writer as being “‘considerably smaller than the.

bit more more clever," downed Racine Horlick in the

That other state crown

“Jump balls were taken right where the players
were and in one game we were near the line. Our cen-
ter just kept knocking the ball out of bounds. We
stalled one game out that way."

The defense had the advantage with the two-handed

set shot.
**A guard could stand three or four feet away from

htl:)man and block his shot, They blocked most of the
shots.""

And then there was the basketball itself, which
wasn’t perfectly round. “‘If you dribbled it on the lac-
ing the ball would go crooked.""

“The big change in basketball between then and
now, of course, is the way they shoot."" First, Jorgen-
sen says, it was the one-handed shot that gave defend-
ers headaches, But the jump shot — taken for granted
by prep players today - forever changed the outlook of
the game.

Back’ in those days too, Jorgensen remembers,

Continued on Page 3
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‘We're No. 1’

#

ketball team in the state. This photo was taken

Neenah-Menasha Edition of The Post-Crescent
N
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Students and other backers of Neenah's Arm-

strong High School show their excitement Sat-
urday night ot being the best high school bas-

inthe UW Fieldhouse moments after the Rock-
ets defeated Milwaukee Marshall for the state
title. (News-Record photo by Tom Running)
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Neenah wins it all!

MADISON — Neenah's Armstrong High School
reigned as the king of high school basketball in Wis-
consin Saturday night after it pulled away from Mil-
waukee Marshall in the fourth quarter for a 64-55
victory and the state Class A championship.

The triumph ended nearly a decade of jinx for the
Rockets, who appeared here five times in the
previous six years but never finished better than sec-
ond.

It was the second championship in 19 tries and
first since 1930 for Neenah, which capped a 22-3 sea-

Wittenberg-Birnamwood

loses in title game
Details in sports section

son with a 14-game winning streak. Marshall fin-
ished the year at 15-8.

Wayne Kreklow and Paul Perry, both first team
Fox Valley Association guards, led the Rockets with
19 and 12 points, respectively. The brilliant 6-foot-3
Kreklow shook off what had appeared to be a serious
ankle injury in the second quarter to keep the Rock-
ets in front.

The victors, six points aheads midway in the
fourth quarter, wrapped it up by scoring eight points
in a row for a 55-41 spread with just four minutes left
in the game.

Neenah Coach Ron Einerson wipes tears of joy
from his eyes. (AP wirephoto)

Neenah Coach Ron Einerson said that despite the
Rockets' commanding lead down the stretch, he
didn’t relax until the final seconds were ticking
away on the clock. ““No way was | going to count on
anything too early,”” he told reporters after the
game.

“I'm happy for all the boys that played here before
and for all the people in Neenah who stayed with us
through our heartbreaks," said Einerson.

Marshall Coach Paul Sherry congratulated Einer-
son after the game, saying the title “‘couldn’t happen
to a nicer guy than Ron Einerson."”

The city of Neenah, meanwhile, planned a huge
homecoming celebration for the new state champs.

A parade will begin between 1 and 1:30 p.m. at.
Shattuck High School and wend its way to Arm-
strong High. The parade route will be west on Divi-
sion to Oak, north on Oak to Forest, west on Forest to
Commercial, south on Commercial to Main, west on
Main to Lake, south on Lake to Winneconne, west on
Winneconne to Green Bay, south on Green Bay to Ce-
cil, west on Cecil to Gillingham, south on Gillingham
to Byrd and west on Byrd to the Armstrong gym.

Featured speakers at the assembly will be Neenah
Mayor Roman Hauser and other school, civic and
student representatives. An autograph session will
follow.
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Finally—Rockets win elusive title

By MIKE BATES
Nerthwestern Spertswriter
MADISON — Finally...
After finishing seconrl

three times in three tries
during the previous six
years, Neenah High School
finally won a state public
high school basketball cham-
pionship.

The Rockets defeated Mil-
waukee Marshall 64-55 in the
Wisconsin Interscholastic
Athletic Associaton Class A
basketball tournament finals
ere Saturday at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Fieldhouse
for the championship.

*“I want to make sure that
everybody knows that we
want to share this win with
all the players who have suf-
fered so much here in past
years,” said Ron Einerson,
Neenah's head coach, after

the game. “We wanted this
for them and for the whole
city of Neenah, for everyone
who has suffered through
the heartbreak.

Paul Sherry, Marshall’s
head coach, said to the capa-
city crowd of 12,204 right aft-
er accepting the second
place trophy, “We're very
happy to come in here and
be runnerup. It couldn’t
have happened to a finer
gentleman than Ron Einer-

son.
““I said Neenah would
come out of their bracket
and win,” said Sherry, after
reaching the locker room.
““You can come out a brides-
maid just so many years.”
“‘We beat a superb basket-
ball team,” commented Ei-
nerson, while accepting con-
gratulations from former

players and numerous
coaches from throughout the
state who had worked their
way into the Neenah locker
room.

““They have to be superb,
they beat Janesville Craig,”
he added, referring to Mar-
shall’s 58-57 win Friday in
the semi-final round over fa-
vored Craig.

‘“The thing that's fun
about being down-here is
we're all good friends, no
matter who we play,” said
Einerson.

Einerson, when asked if it
felt any different being the
first place team rather than
the second place team, said,
““To be perfectly honest,
we've never beem ashamed
to be second.

“1 never really liked the
tag ““bridesmaid’ and it's

not really a fair tag. People
just don’t know what it's like
to play in the championship
game, even if you do finish
only second.”

Sherry, relaxed and casual
as usual, said his team
would go out for a steak din-
ner after showering, and he
added, ‘‘We'll enjoy it.
There's nothing wrong with
being the number two team
in the state of Wisconsin.

The Rockets conclude their
season with a 22-3 record
while the Raiders finish at
15-8. Neenah is 35-23 in its 19
tourney appearances while
Marshall was in its first trip
to the tourney.

Marshall scored first and
led 4-2 and 64 — the only
time the Rockets trailed in
all three state tournament
games. Neenah took a lead

which lasted the rest of the
game when Marty Suechting
went down the lane for a
basket to put the Rockets
ahead 8-6.

Wayne Kreklow — the
game’s leading scorer with
19 points — fired in three
long baskets and a lay-up,
Paul Perry drilled home two
long shots and Rick Rank
scored a layup and a long-
range basket as Neenah held
an 18-10 lead by the end of
the first quarter.

After a short delay during
which the lights to the Field-
house went partially, then
completely, out, Neenah bolt-
ed to a 24-14 lead.

Marshall hit two baskets
to make it 24-18 and then
Kreklow collapsed to the
floor with 2:52 remaining in

the second quarter, and Nee-
nah backers felt that the
Rockets’ jinx was still
around.

Neenah held a 26-22 half-
time lead and Kreklow, who
returned to start the second
half, funneled in the first
basket on a long jumper.

A few minutes later, Dave
Ziesmann came up with two
rebound baskets to bring
Marshall within 32-30.

Todd Herreid connected on
three field goals, Dan Var-
berg had a three-point play
and Perry added another 20-
footer as Neenah moved to a
43-36 lead at the end of the
third quarter.

The Eagles chopped the
margin to 47-41 but Zies-
mann, the game’s tallest
player at 6-foot-6, picked up

his fifth foul and Neenah
slowly opened up a 14 point,
55-41 lead.

After only one free throw
had been attempted by
either team during the first
three quarters, the Rockets
made 11 of 16 shots from the
line in the fourth quarter to
help insure Neenah a happy
ending after three previous
disappointing and heart-
breaking championship
games.

Perry totaled 12 points and
Herreid hit nine for Neenah.

Bruce Rzentkowski led
Marshall with 16 points. Dan
Elmer and Steve Peterson
added 14 and 10 points re-
spectively.

Kreklow was the high
scorer for the tournament
with 69 total points. Zies-

First Neenah title since 1930

goals back quickly and then Kreklow crumpled to the floor at the 2:52

BY JOHN PAUSTIAN
Post Crescent sports editer

MADISON — At 8:57 p.m. Saturday night Neenah High School's

Rank and Perry pulled down six rebounds apiece. Dan Varberg and ju-
nior reserves Todd Herried and Tom Crist aiso produced some big bas-
bas- kets and key rebounds

mann, who played with a
slipped disc, was the top re-
bounder for the tournament
with 34 rebounds.

NEENAH (64)
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Suecnting 7 3 73 6
Ronk 3 63 6
Varberg 1 7 30 s
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Crist Y o 2 Y ey
Korth 0 0 0 00 0
Schofer 0 0 60 0
Totals 219 129712 64

MILWAUKEE MARSHALL ($5)

. fsa fam fia ftm reb of pis
Peterson 12 5 2 5310
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iesmann ‘ s e
Rzentkowskils 8 148
Imer 6 10 M
Wybengo 1 0 e
tanczvk 0 0 110

rnes 0 o 100
iederbach 1 | 120

erey. o 0 o1 0
Breines 0 ¢ 00 0

(] 00 0
Totals o 2% 3¢ 18 58
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mark and Neenah fans were ready to believe that the state tourney jinx
was still on. He sat out the rest of the half and the Rockets took a 26-22

ketball team threw off the yoke of overwhelming frustrations, as the
Rockets climaxed one of the most emotional and most popular victories
in the 60-year history of the WIAA state tournament

on Einerson-coached Rockets blasted a 44-year old jinx and de-
stroyed all vestiges of the myth that they couldn’t win the big one when
they whipped Milwaukee Marshall 64-55 to annex the state Class A title

In producing the historic breakthrough and returning the state crown
to the Fox Cities for the first time since 1970 when Appleton-West won
over Neenah (in one of the Rocket's last-second heartbreakers) Einer-
son's 1975 forces led for the final 28 minutes, 50 seconds and controlled
the tempo of the game. Their excellent shooting, relentless rebounding
and efficient defense were reinforced by super poise and determination
Though the Rockets saw Marshall melt a 10-point lead to two in the third
quarter, they regained complete control and saved their best ball for the
home stretch.

The Rockets weren't about to flunk their date with destiny. This final
and greatest chapter in the 1975 Rocket story had a somewhat familiar
ring as Wayne Kreklow, one of the all-time tournament greats, set the
pace with 19 points. His teammates came up with some of their all-time
best performances to form a perfect blend. Seven different Rockets
scored two or more buckets in a shoot-out that, for a pleasant change,
was decided on field goals rather than free throws.

Paul Perry threw in a number of clutch long shots and totalled 12
points. Marty Suechting led Rocket rebounders with seven while Rick

The Rockets came through under severe pressure to put Neenah in
championship orbit after 13 misfirings in the last 44 years. It was the
sixth try by Einerson for the big prize and his narrow losses in mind.
boggling tourney games have become legends. Last night though a ca
pacity University of Wisconsin fieldhou: wd saw heartbreak turn to
elation for the veteran coach and thousands of Neenah fans
Neenah and Marshall traded baskets for the first three minutes of play
and then Suechting threw in a 2-pointer off a drive and the Rockets were
ahead 8-6. They were to stay ahead the rest of the way. In the first period
Kreklow was red hot as he tossed in three long shots. Perry and Rank
each contributed a pair of baskets as the Rockets zoomed to a 18-10 lead
at the end of the quarter.
few moments of darkness due to a blown fieldhouse fuse failed to
dim the Rocket shooting eyes as Kreklow and Perry sank 20-footers and
Rank buried a rebound and it was a 24-14 game. Marshall got two field

intermission lead
Kreklow came bac
his injury wasn't se

k in the third quarter and immediately showed that
rious as he banged in a 20-footer. The Eagles were

soon to commence an offensive drive of their own as they closed the gap
to 3230, Perry responded with a long jumper, but Marshall came right
back with a pair of long shots over Neenah's zone defense to cut the mar-

gin to two.
Nee
early

s explosive offense got busy and pushed the lead to nine, 4536,
he fourth quarter
one home after a long pass from Perry and Perry notched a

/arberg scored on a 3-paint play, Herried put
pair of free

throws. The Rockets kept pouring it on, brushing aside Marzhall’s des-

peration press and t

wice padded the lead o 14

Mike Liederbach’s tip-in with 35 seconds to go enabled Marshall to es-
cape a double-figure loss. The Rockets then ran out the clock to the ac-
companiment of a wild ovation from the spectators. Their 14 straight win

was official, as was
shall which entered
campaign at 15-8.

their 21t victory in 24 starts. Late-blooming Mar-
the game with an 8-game winning streak closed its

SPOrts

Kreklow won the tourney’s scoring championship with 69 points and
also received the most votes on the alltourney team

Marshall’s scoring was led by Bruce Rzendkowski who had 16 points.
Dan Elmer ran in 14. The Rockets outshot the Eagles with 49 per cent to
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Rockets share
with city, ex-players

By DAVE GREY
Northwestern Sperts Editor
MADISON — For the ma-
jority of the fans in attend-

how great they were, so it
was really a challenge to win
this game, not only for us
now, but for those other

too much."

guys too,"’

former coach,

*“You're just

‘“This one was for all you

Einerson said

40.9 on 25 of 61. Neenah defenders were so adept that Marshail was kept
off the free throw line for the first thre

quarters.

title

baék three times in those
championship losses and
now he finally has the big

one.






