


1975 – STATE CHAMPIONS / FVA Conference Champions  

Friday, Nov 22, 1974  (NC) W  Neenah  86  Milwaukee Custer  60  Armstrong Fieldhouse 

Tuesday, Nov 26, 1974  W  Neenah  87 Oshkosh North  56  Armstrong Fieldhouse 

Saturday, Nov 30, 1974  (NC) L Neenah  51 Eau Claire Memorial  60  Eau Claire Memorial HS 

Friday, Dec 6, 1974  W  Neenah  62 Appleton East  56  Appleton East HS  

Friday, Dec 13, 1974  W Neenah  66 Kaukauna   54  Armstrong Fieldhouse  

Friday, Dec 20, 1974   L (2OT) Neenah 60 Oshkosh West   62  Oshkosh West HS  

Friday, Dec 27, 1974  (NC) W Neenah 85 Racine Case   67  Armstrong Fieldhouse  

Friday, Jan 3, 1975   W Neenah 76 Menasha   57  Armstrong Fieldhouse 

Friday, Jan 10, 1975   W Neenah  59 Appleton West   51  Appleton West (Seims Gym) 

Saturday, Jan 11, 1975  (NC) W Neenah  78 Two Rivers   51  Armstrong Fieldhouse 

Friday, Jan 17, 1975  L Neenah  56 Kimberly   61  Kimberly HS 

Friday, Jan 24, 1975  W Neenah  86 Oshkosh North   66  Oshkosh North HS  

Friday, Jan 31, 1975   W  Neenah  74 Appleton East   59  Armstrong Fieldhouse 

Friday, Feb 7, 1975   W Neenah 44 Kaukauna   40  Kaukauna HS  

Friday, Feb 14, 1975  W Neenah  75 Oshkosh West   54  Armstrong Fieldhouse 

Friday, Feb 21, 1975   W Neenah  82 Menasha   59  Menasha HS 

Saturday, Feb 22, 1975   W Neenah  79 Appleton West   61  Armstrong Fieldhouse 

Friday, Feb 28, 1975  W Neenah 80 Kimberly   52  Armstrong Fieldhouse 

 

Neenah Regional 

Friday, March 7, 1975  W Neenah 62 New London   38  Armstrong Fieldhouse 

Saturday, March 8, 1975   W Neenah 67 Oshkosh West   64  Armstrong Fieldhouse 

 

Oshkosh Sectional 

Friday, March 14, 1975  W (OT) Neenah 68 Sheboygan North  64   Kolf Sports Center 

Saturday, March 15, 1975   W Neenah 61 Fond du Lac   55  Kolf Sports Center 

 

W.I.A.A. Class A State Tournament 

Thursday, March 20, 1975  W Neenah 65 Pulaski    54  UW Fieldhouse 

Friday, March 21, 1975  W Neenah 77 Racine Horlick   72  UW Fieldhouse 

Saturday, March 22, 1975   W Neenah 64 Milwaukee Marshall  55  UW Fieldhouse  

  



1975 – STATE CHAMPIONS / FVA Conference Champions  

Overall Record: 22-3 overall (12-2 conference)  
Head Coach:  Ron Einerson (7th Season)  

 

With state tournament appearances in five of the last six seasons, perennial basketball powerhouse Neenah had earned 

considerable respect throughout the state. However, the Rockets had not yet secured the ultimate prize of a state 

championship under Coach Ron Einerson. Entering the 1974-75 season, his seventh year at the helm, the Rockets were 

picked to win the Fox Valley Association Conference. This was partly due to the program's rich tradition but also due to 

the two returning letterwinners from the previous season’s 19-4 team that had finished their season in the state 

quarterfinals. Those letterwinners were two of the state’s best senior guards: Wayne Kreklow and Paul Perry. “Our guards 

are our strength, our experience, and our leadership,” Einerson told the newspapers in the preseason. 

While Neenah had strength at the guard position, the rest of the roster was filled with players short on varsity experience 

but who had been part of last year’s state tournament roster and had been a part of successful junior reserve and junior 

varsity teams. Seniors Dan Varberg, Rick Rank, Marty Suechting, Jim Korth, John Wagner, Kurt Zimmerman, and Tim 

Schaefer, along with juniors Todd Herreid and Tom Crist, rounded out the 11-man roster. 

The ’74-75 Rockets opened their season with a non-conference game against Milwaukee Custer. The Rockets exploded 
for 49 points in the first half, and their press forced 20 first-half turnovers, leading to an 86-60 victory. Neenah forced 34 
turnovers for the game. Four nights later, their zone press caused all kinds of problems for Oshkosh North as Neenah 
took an early 12-0 lead en route to an 87-56 win in the Fox Valley Association opener. Neenah dropped to 2-1 on the 
season, though, when they couldn’t hold a fourth-quarter lead and lost to Dick Bennett-led Eau Claire Memorial (60-51), 
despite a 30-point performance from Kreklow. 

Neenah returned to conference action with a win at Appleton East (62-56), where they shot 45.8% for the game behind 
a 28-point performance from Kreklow. The following week, Neenah outrebounded Kaukauna and forced 27 turnovers to 
defeat the Ghosts (66-54). Kreklow scored 18 points, and Perry added 16 in the win. The Rockets were on the road at 
Oshkosh West the next week and had opportunities but couldn’t capitalize, losing to the Indians in double overtime (62-
60). Neenah rounded out the 1974 calendar year by scoring 24 points in each of the first three quarters, comfortably 
defeating Racine Case in a non-conference game at the Armstrong Fieldhouse. Case committed seven turnovers before 
they got off their first shot. Kreklow and Herreid led Neenah with 15 points apiece, while Varberg and Perry had 12 each. 

Neenah opened their next game against Menasha with a full-court press in front of the home crowd, taking a 9-0 lead 
out of the gates and a commanding 23-9 lead after the first quarter. They maintained their lead for a dominant 76-57 
win over the Blue Jays. The Rockets’ balanced scoring was led by Kreklow with 17 points, while Rick Rank added 15. The 
next weekend, Paul Perry finished with a game-high 20 points as Neenah knocked off the Terrors in a packed Seims Gym 
at Appleton West. The following night, Neenah took a 38-22 advantage into halftime and cruised to a win at home in 
their final regular-season non-conference game against Two Rivers (78-51). Top scoring honors were shared by Kreklow 
and Marty Suechting with 16 points each. Neenah shot 36-69 from the field (52%) and held a 45-30 rebounding edge for 
the game. Kimberly halted Neenah's momentum, though, stunning the Rockets the following week in front of a large 
crowd at Kimberly High School (61-56). 

Neenah quickly got back on track, starting the second round of conference play by opening up a 24-point lead early in 
the third quarter and dominating Oshkosh North to the tune of an 86-66 victory. Neenah dominated the boards, 
outrebounding the Spartans 44-18. Kreklow finished with 21 points, Varberg added 20, and Perry and Rank had 14 each. 
Kreklow’s superb play against Appleton East, where he went 11 of 16 from the field and 8 of 8 from the free-throw line, 
resulted in 30 points for the game in a home win over the Patriots (74-59). It was Paul Perry’s turn in the next game, as 
he went 8 of 10 from the field and led Neenah to a 44-40 win at Kaukauna. 

 



Neenah’s next game was on February 14th, and a sign inside the entrance to the Armstrong Fieldhouse read “Welcome to 

the Rockets’ St. Valentine’s Massacre.” It may have felt like that for Oshkosh West after they left the gym. In the rematch 

with the Indians, Neenah outrebounded, outhustled, and outshot the Indians, defeating them 75-54. The Rockets posted 

a 33-24 rebounding edge and shot 32 of 54 (just under 60%) from the field. Perry and Kreklow led the offensive scoring 

with 22 and 21 points, respectively. At Menasha, Neenah jumped out to a 23-4 first-quarter lead and used the early 

cushion to knock off the Blue Jays (82-59). The win clinched at least a share of the FVA crown and was also the 23rd 

consecutive victory for the Rockets over crosstown rival Menasha. Neenah then captured the outright FVA conference 

championship the following night, riding a 26-point second quarter to a commanding 79-61 win at home over Appleton 

West. It was the Rockets’ first conference crown since 1971. The Red and White finished their regular season by avenging 

the earlier loss to Kimberly with an 80-52 win over the Papermakers. Kreklow wrapped up the FVA scoring title, making 

his first ten shots from the field and finishing with 22 points on the night. Herreid collected 16 points, and Perry had 15. 

Neenah finished the conference season with a 12-2 record. 

The highly favored Rockets opened the WIAA postseason with a 62-38 win over New London in the regional semifinal, 
played in the Armstrong Fieldhouse. The following night, Neenah jumped out to a 17-3 lead over Oshkosh West. The 
Indians battled back, and with the game tied at 64-64, Rick Rank hit a free throw, and Herreid converted two more free 
throws with two seconds left after a West turnover to clinch the regional title on their home court with a 67-64 win. 

Riding a nine-game winning streak, Neenah faced Sheboygan North in sectional play in Oshkosh. In one of the all-time 
thrilling games in Neenah basketball history, the Rockets found themselves down 62-59 with four seconds left and Paul 
Perry at the free-throw line. Perry made the first and, after Neenah took their final timeout, intentionally missed the 
second shot. The ball bounced back into his hands and North’s Stu Hopfensperger’s hands, which forced a jump ball. 
Now down two with two seconds remaining, 6’0” Perry won the jump over 6’3” Hopfensperger, tipping the ball to 
Kreklow, who shot from somewhere between 20 and 25 feet out without touching the rim, sending the game into 
overtime tied at 62-62 and sending the Neenah faithful into a frenzy. A scoreboard malfunction at the end of regulation 
delayed the start of overtime almost 15 minutes, which meant the extra period’s time was kept on a stopwatch at the 
scorer’s table. North won the tip and stalled most of the extra period before missing from the floor. Kreklow followed 
with two free throws, Todd Herreid blocked a shot, and Jim Korth controlled the loose ball. With 16 seconds left, Herreid 
sank two free throws to extend the lead to four. North scored with five seconds left, but Tom Crist took a length-of-the-
court pass and drew a goaltending call as time expired for the final points of the game. Neenah won in a fairy-tale finish, 
68-64, in front of approximately 6,000 fans at the Kolf Sports Center. Kreklow and Perry scored in double figures, 
finishing with 24 and 12 points, respectively. Neenah took an early lead the following night in the sectional final and held 
on late to defeat Fond du Lac (61-55), earning the school’s sixth state tournament trip in seven years under Einerson and 
19th overall. Kreklow scored 22 points, Perry dropped 13, and Herreid had 10 points and 13 rebounds in the win. 

After a Wednesday morning school sendoff in the Armstrong Fieldhouse, Neenah practiced in the University of 
Wisconsin Field House before their Thursday quarterfinal game against Pulaski. Neenah never trailed against the Red 
Raiders, controlling the pace with their defense to win (65-54). Kreklow finished with 22 points, while Rank had 15, and 
Herreid finished with 12 points and led the team with seven rebounds. Neenah rode another fast start in the state 
semifinal to finish off Racine Horlick (77-72). The fast-paced Rockets took an 18-2 lead to start the game and finished the 
first quarter leading 31-13. Kreklow again finished with a game-high 28 points and led Neenah with 9 rebounds. Rank 
added 19 points, and Perry had 12, including going six for six from the free-throw line in the fourth quarter. Neenah was 
back in the state championship game for the fourth time in seven seasons. 

Milwaukee Marshall awaited the Rockets in the state championship. They scored first and led 4-2 and 6-4, which were 
the only times the Rockets trailed in all three state tournament games. Marty Suechting scored a basket to put Neenah 
up 8-6, and they never trailed again. Even a blown fuse at the UW Fieldhouse that briefly delayed the game in the first 
half couldn’t quiet the Rockets’ attack. Kreklow scored 19 points, Perry had 12 points, and the Rockets defeated 
Milwaukee Marshall 64-55, winning the WIAA Class A finals. After multiple recent state tournament heartbreaks, 
Neenah was crowned basketball state champions for the first time since 1930. 



“I want to make sure that everybody knows that we want to share this win with all the players who have suffered so 
much here in the past years,” said Coach Einerson to reporters after the game. “We wanted this for them and for the 
whole city of Neenah, for everyone who has suffered through the heartbreak.” The team returned to Neenah to a hero’s 
welcome, greeted by more than 5,000 fans and supporters in the Armstrong Fieldhouse. 

Neenah finished the gold-ball season with a 22-3 record. Kreklow and Perry were honored as co-captains. Herreid won 
the team rebounding award, and Suechting received the team spirit award. Perry earned the assist award, eclipsing the 
school’s single-season assist record with 153 on the season. Kreklow was named team MVP and won the scoring honors. 
His three-year varsity career concluded with a new all-time school record of 916 points. 

Kreklow and Perry were named to the first-team All-Fox Valley Association, while Herreid and Rank earned honorable 
mention. Kreklow was named FVA Player of the Year and Coach Einerson earned FVA Coach of the Year. The Associated 
Press (AP) also named Kreklow to its first team All-State and Perry as honorable mention. United Press International 
(UPI) All-State honors went to Kreklow, who was named to the first team and recognized as the state’s Player of the 
Year, while Perry was named fourth team All-State. UPI named Coach Einerson as state Coach of the Year. 

1975 STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM   
 
Seniors: Wayne Kreklow, Paul Perry, Rick Rank, Marty Suechting, Dan Varberg, Tim Schafer, John Wagner,  
Jim Korth, Kurt Zimmerman 
Juniors: Todd Herreid, Tom Crist 
Head Coach: Ron Einerson 
Assistant Coaches: Rich Paske, Tom Berven 
Manager: Fred Schaefer  
 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 





 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


